LEROY TOWNSHIP
8156 4 Mile Road
East Leroy, Michigan 49051

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
May 7, 2025

CALL TO ORDER-
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm by Chairperson VanVranken

ROLL CALL-
Members present: Pete VanVranken, Randy Lang, Phil Qualls, Mark Christoff, and Kevin Smith

Members excused: Travis Arbogast and Lori Bagwell
Others present: Zoning Administrator Rob Behnke, Amanda Potter & Benny Glover

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES-
A motion was made by Randy Lang to approve the March 12, 2025, meeting minutes as presented,
supported by Phil Qualls. The motion carried with unanimous approval.

PUBLIC COMMENTS-
There were no public comments.

CALL TO ORDER /POTTER CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST-
Chairperson VanVranken called the Public Hearing to Order at 6:05 pm.

PRESENTATION-

Amanda Potter, 10164 4 Mile Road, indicated that she and Benny Glover are requesting a Conditional Use
Permit under Sec. 38-118, item 16 (Keeping of Species not specifically mentioned in Article XX) of the Leroy
Township Zoning Ordinance that would allow them to keep a falcon at their home.

Benny Glover indicated that he is a Master Falconer, and the falcon is one that he has raised and had at the
property for the past 3 years. Mr. Glover explained the process of becoming a Master Falconer, which is
regulated by both the federal and state governments.

The falcon in question, Bonnie, is a small Aplomado Falcon that hunts primarily birds. It lets the falcon fly
freely on vacant land in Bellevue that belongs to Amanda’s family. The falcon is well taken care of. Checks
on the falcon are done by the DNR, Wildlife Division, which is highly regulated.



BOARD MEMBER QUESTIONS/COMMENTS-
Kevin Smith asked how often does the DNR check his property. Mr. Glover indicated that about once a
year or so.

Mark Christoff asked how long do falcons normally live in captivity. Mr. Glover indicated 15 -20 years.
Mr. Glover also mentioned that there are fewer than 100 falcons in captivity in the State of Michigan and
that he is the only one in Calhoun County.

Randy Lang asked if the falcon killed prey when allowed to fly freely. Mr. Glover indicated that his falcon
does.

Pete VanVranken asked if the falcon caused any problems with his neighbors' chickens? Mr. Glover
indicated that they do not.

CLOSURE OF POTTER PUBLIC HEARING-
Chairperson VanVranken closed the Public Hearing at 6:20 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENTS-

There were no comments.

Zoning Administrator Behnke indicated that 16 property owners were notified of the public hearing, and a
public hearing announcement appeared in the Battle Creek Shopper. The Township did not receive any
calls, emails, or letters in regard to this conditional use permit request.

NEW BUSINESS-

A motion was made by Phil Qualls to recommend to the Leroy Township Board that the Conditional Use
Permit request by AMANDA POTTER, which would allow the keeping of a falcon on the property at 10164 4
Mile Road, be APPROVED with the following conditions:

1. All requirements and regulations outlined in Chapter X (Falconry), State of Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, Wildlife Conservation, shall be followed at all times

2. Copies of any and all updated required permitting and/or licensing for the Aplomado Falcon shall be
provided to Leroy Township

3. Only (1) falcon may be kept on the property

ROLL CALL-
Smith- YES
Christoff- YES
VanVranken- YES
Qualls- YES
Lang- YES

Motion carried with unanimous approval.



ADJOURNMENT-

A motion was made by Kevin Smith to adjourn the meeting at 6:26 pm, supported by Mark Christoff. The
motion carried with unanimous approval. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
ROB BEHNKE

Zoning Administrator
Meeting Secretary



