8156 4 Mile Road

East Leroy, MI 49051
Tel: 269-979-9421
wwuw.leroytownship.org

—————— Calhoun County, MI

Summer 2025 Newsletter
Dear Township Resident,

Allow me to take this opportunity to update you on news from the Leroy Township Board. This month we
signed a contract with the Calhoun County Road Department for the reconstruction of 6 Mile Road between B
Drive South and E Drive South. This $1.5 million project will be completed in 2026. The Calhoun County Road
Department will pay 50% of the project, while Leroy and Newton Townships will each pay 25%, or $376,000
each. Newton Township residents recently passed a road millage to pay for their portion. Leroy Township has
unsuccessfully attempted to pass two separate road millages. Our financial portion will come from our 2024,
2025, and 2026 General Fund budgets.

The scope of the 6 Mile Road project will include: tree removal, replacement of all culverts, trenching and
backfilling the existing gravel shoulder to accommodate new paved shoulder to protect travel lanes, crushing
and shaping existing 1.4 miles of asphalt, repaving with new asphalt, new signs and pavement markings, and re-
seeding areas along the roadside where existing grass/vegetation is disturbed during construction.

The Board also approved safety improvements for the Graham Lake Boat Ramp. The Boat Ramp will remain
open to the public, free of charge, but we will be installing an automatic closing gate to keep unwanted activity
from taking place during the nighttime hours. The gate will automatically close at 10 p.m. and re-open at 6:00
a.m. the next morning. In addition to the security of a gate, we will be installing extra lighting and security
cameras. The entire project will be paid for from the recently voted renewal of the Calhoun County Parks
Millage. A small portion of the millage that is collected is returned to local governments to upgrade their parks.
This County Park Millage was used to re-pave the parking lot at the boat ramp and will now be used to keep the
area safer. Please remember that Leroy Township does not have its own police department, so issues requiring
law enforcement should be reported by calling 911.

Many of you were disappointed that there was not a Dumpster Day this spring, including a majority of our board
members! The cost of offering the roll-off trucks for trash collection has been increasing each year. In 2024,
offering this service cost Leroy Township over $8,400. As a Township Board, we could no longer justify spending
that amount of money when utilization was less than 100 residents. Most refuse companies do allow you to
schedule pick-up of bulk items at your curb for an added fee. There is also a landfill in Convis Township in
northern Calhoun County for larger loads. | am thankful to the board members who assisted with Dumpster Day
each May and October, along with Franklin Iron for providing a roll-off, free of charge, for scrap metal. It was a
great way for residents to clean up their properties at the same time.

It was my honor this past May to assist our Clerk, Nicole Hardish, and Levi Boop by placing flags on the
gravesites of each veteran buried in our 4 township cemeteries. We are thankful to them and all our living
veterans for their service. It is humbling to see so many Civil War, World War | and Il, Korean, and Vietnam War
soldiers, along with more recent military conflict veterans, interred in our community. If you have a family
member who is a veteran and is buried in one of our cemeteries, but their gravesite did not have a placed flag



this year, please contact Nicole’s office and provide supporting documentation to update our records. We
would be honored to include them on our list for future Memorial Day flag placement.

Our Clerk’s office would like to remind voters that they have the option to Vote Early & In Person 9 days before
each statewide & federal election date at the County Building in Marshall, as well as vote absentee by mail.
With the passing of Proposal 22-2 in November 2022, the Township Clerk’s Office will no longer automatically
mail out absentee ballot APPLICATIONS. If you would like to vote by mail in future elections, you have two
options: (1) call or email Clerk (269-979-9421; clerk@leroytownship.org) and ask for an application to be mailed
to you, or (2) fill out an application and check the box to add yourself to the permanent absentee ballot mailing
list. By choosing this, you will no longer need to complete a paper application for each election, but instead will
have an absentee voter ballot automatically mailed to you for each election you are eligible to vote in. Absentee
applications are also fillable online via the Secretary of State website.
(https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/voting/absentee-voting) Next scheduled election dates: Primary
Election, August 4, 2026, and General Election, November 3, 2026.

Currently, Leroy Township is seeking members of our community to serve on our Zoning Board of Appeals and
the Board of Review. Please contact me, Supervisor Laveta Hardish (269-979-9421), to discuss your interest and
what serving on one of these boards would require. It has been a pleasure of mine to meet and to help others
serve our community.

In addition to township committee posts, our On-Call Fire Department is always seeking men and women who
are interested in responding to fire and medical emergency calls. Our small group of dedicated personnel
responds to over 250 calls each year. If you are interested in serving or if you have questions about serving,
please contact the Township Office, and we will put you in touch with Fire Chief Jim Thompson. And speaking of
dedicated responders, Mr. John Carr, who recently celebrated his 80" birthday, has now served as a member of
our fire department for 44 years! Thank you, John, for all your years of service to our community. You truly are a
hero! (And happy belated birthday.)

For more information about Leroy Township, please visit our official website (https://leroytwp-calhounmi.gov)
and Facebook page. There, you can easily access documents, obtain helpful information, and see what is
happening in and around Leroy Township. The website also contains applications, township history, meeting
notices and meeting minutes, calendar of events, election information, how to pay your taxes, and more! Our
Facebook page is used as a digital bulletin board so you can be kept up to date on all the relevant events in our
community. Both resources are updated regularly.

Our office is open on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Stop in to see us at 8156
4 Mile Road or call 269-979-9421. May you have a safe and enjoyable summer!

Laveta Hardish, Supervisor

Board Members:

Mark Christoff, Treasurer
Nicole Hardish, Clerk
Jonathon Bolton, Trustee
Michael Van Houten, Trustee



